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Praise of the Twelve Deeds of the Buddha, the King of the Shakyas
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THAP KHE THUK ]E SHAKYE RIK SU TRUNG / ZHEN GYI MI THUP DU KYI PUNG JOM PA

Skilled in compassionate means, you, Unconquered Subduer of Mara’s Hordes, took birth among the
Shakya clan.
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SER GYI LHUN PO TA BUR JI PE KU / SHAKYE GYAL PO KHYO LA CHAK TSAL LO

Your body shines like a mountain of gold: King of the Shakyas, I pay homage to you!
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GANG GI DANG POR JANG CHUP THUK KYE NE / SO NAM YE SHE TSOK NYI DZOK DZE CHING

First you aroused the mind of enlightenment, then you completed the collections of merit and wisdom.
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DU DIR DZE PA GYA CHEN DRO WA YI/ GON GYUR KHYO LA DAK GI TO PAR GYI

Through vast deeds, you became the protector of beings in this age: To you I offer praise!
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LHA NAM DON DZE DUL WE DU KHYEN NE / LHA LE BAP NE LANG CHEN TAR SHEK SHING

Tamer of gods, knowing that it was time to tame us, you (1) descended from heaven as an elephant,
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RIK LA ZIK NE LHA MO GYUM TRUL GYI / LHUM SU ZHUK PAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

and seeing your clan of birth, you (2) entered the womb of Queen Maya: Homage to this deed!
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When ten months had passed, you (3) were born as the Prince of the Shakyas, in Lumbini’s
fortunate grove.
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TSANG DANG GYA JIN GYI TO TSEN CHOK NI / JANG CHUP RIK SU NGE DZE CHAK TSAL LO

Praised by Brahma and Indra, your supreme marks confirmed your enlightened line: Homage to this deed!

TR R ARTRN| [KgamsRgyganss) |

e 2R KE il Bl IBIE hile REE

RIVEFBTINAH BB R B R 2k

ZHON NU TOP DEN MI YI SENG GE DE / AM GHA MA GA DHAR NI GYU TSAL TEN

As a powerful youth, a lion among men, you (4) showed your skill in Angha-Magadha.
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KYE WO DREK PA CHEN NAM TSAR CHE NE / DREN DA ME PAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

Defeating proud men, you were peerless: Homage to this deed!
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JIK TEN CHO DANG THUN PAR JA WA DANG / KHA NA MA THO PANG CHIR TSUN MO YI

To conform with the ways of the world and to avoid censure, you (5) possessed a retinue of queens
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KHOR DANG DEN DZE THAP LA KHE PA YI/ GYAL SI KYONG WAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

and ruled over a kingdom with skillful means: Homage to this deed!
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KHOR WE JA WAR NYING PO ME ZIK NE / KHYIM NE JUNG TE KHA LA SHEK NE KYANG

Seeing that worldly endeavors had no essence, you (6) left your home and, traveling through the sky,
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CHO TEN NAM DAK DRUNG DU NYI LE NYI/ RAP TU JUNG WAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

ordained yourself before the Stupa of Great Purity: Homage to this deed!
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TSON PE JANG CHUP DRUP PAR GONG NE NI / NAI RANDZA NE DRAM DU LO DRUK TU

Intent on persevering until you had reached enlightenment, you (7) practiced austerities for six
years on the banks of the Nairafijana river,
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KA WA CHE DZE TSON DRU THAR CHIN NE / SAM TEN CHOK NYE DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

and, ultimately perfecting diligence, you attained the highest samadhi: Homage to this deed!
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THOK MA ME NE BE PA DON YO CHIR / MA GA DHA YI JANG CHUP SHING DRUNG DU

To make meaningful your efforts from beginning-less time, you (8) sat unmoving beneath the
Bodhi-Tree in Maghada
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KYIL TRUNG MI YO NGON PAR SANG GYE NE / JANG CHUP DZOK PAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO
and (9) fully awakened to perfect buddhahood: Homage to this deed!
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THUK JE DRO LA NYUR DU ZIK NE NI / WA RA NA SI LA SOK NE CHOK TU

Soon after, you looked with compassion upon beings, and in holy places such as Varanast
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CHO KYI KHOR LO KOR NE DUL JA NAM / THEK PA SUM LA GO DZE CHAK TSAL LO
you (9) turned the Wheel of Dharma, establishing disciples in the Three Vehicles: Homage to this deed!
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ZHEN GYI GOL WA NGEN PA TSAR CHE CHIR / MU TEK TON PA DRUK DANG LHE JIN SOK

To put an end to evil opponents, at Gaya and Bhanga, you (10) subdued all maras,
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KHOR MO JIK GI YUL DU DU NAM TUL / THUP PA YUL LE GYAL LA CHAK TSAL LO

such as the six tirthika teachers, Devadatta, and so forth: Victorious Sage, homage to you!
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Unparalleled in splendor in all the three worlds, at Shravasti you (11) displayed great miracles.
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LHA MI DRO WA KUN GYI RAP CHO PA/ TEN PA GYE PAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

Presented with vast offerings by gods, men, and others, you caused the teachings to spread: Homage
to this deed!
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LE LO CHEN NAM NYUR DU KUL ]E CHIR / TSA CHOK DRONG GI SA ZHI TSANG MA RU

To spur the indolent, at the holy site of Kushinagar,
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CHI ME DOR JE TA BU KU SHEK NE / NYA NGEN DA WAR DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

you parted from your immortal, vajra-like form and (12) passed into nirvana: Homage to this deed!
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YANG DAK NYI DU JIK PA ME CHIR DANG / MA ONG SEM CHEN SO NAM THOP JE CHIR

To show that you had not actually perished, and so that beings of the future could gain merit,
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DE NYI DU NI RING SEL MANG TRUL NE / KU DUNG CHA GYE DZE LA CHAK TSAL LO

you emanated a wealth of relics and caused your remains to be divided into eight parts: Homage to
this deed! The first stanza is said to have been composed by Lord Drikungpa and the rest by Nagarjuna.
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